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CNE Early Head Start (EHS) Family Advocate Tracy Burton has been a 
lifelong advocate for teen parents and their children. Tracy’s family calls 
her “The Caregiver,” and for those fortunate enough to meet her and to 
work with her, care and compassion are her core strengths. 

“I’ve experienced the life of a teen parent, and the support I received 
and still receive is what I try to give back every day,” states Tracy. 
“Every parent wants what’s best for their child, and often for teens they 
need an advocate to show them what is truly best for their baby.”

Tracy is a graduate of Evanston Township High School and gave birth 
to her first child William when she was 17 years old. In 1989, Tracy was 
introduced to the newly opened Infant Welfare Society of Evanston’s 
(IWSE) Teen Baby Nursery (TBN) and started to work as a substitute 
teacher. Baby William was enrolled in IWSE’s Baby Toddler Nursery,  
so Tracy was able to advance her own career at TBN from substitute,  
to aid, to teacher, to head teacher over a 17-year period. When Early 
Head Start was introduced into TBN, Tracy then began her career as  
a family advocate and helped to develop a home visiting pilot program. 
Tracy began working at CNE 6 years ago and since the program  
expansion in 2010 has been working with families at District 65 Doorways 

to Learning and at two family child care homes in Evanston. She participated in a respite care program for 
members of a grandparent support group and still remains in touch with many of the young women  
she has helped over the past two decades. In addition to her professional career, Tracy has received an  
Associate Degree in Human Services from the University of Phoenix and is currently working toward a 
B.A. in Applied Behavior Science at National Louis University.

It is the young teen parents who have motivated Tracy to pursue her long, successful career in advocacy. 
“When I was at TBN, many of these girls didn’t have support or knowledge about being a parent, so I 
helped them by making doctor’s appointments, telling them questions to ask, sometimes I would go to the 
appointments with them,” explains Tracy. “I want these parents to succeed. I want them to realize that 
they can do whatever they want to do. The support is here.” 

Tracy Burton – A Strong, Caring 
Advocate for Teen Parents





As the year draws to a close, we at CNE would 
like to extend a special thank you to the following:

Glencoe resident Sydney Box organized a diaper 
drive on behalf of CNE Early Head Start for her 
Bat Mitzvah project. We were overwhelmed with 
the success of Sydney’s project as she collected 2,908 
diapers and raised $881 to purchase additional 
diapers. Thank you to Sydney and her helpers who 
made this special delivery to CNE. 

Barnes & Noble chose CNE as one of the  
recipients of its 2011 Holiday Book Drive. To 
date, CNE Early Head Start has received 1,973 
books, which are being distributed to EHS families 
throughout this holiday season. Thank you to 
Barnes & Noble and to the staff at the Evanston 
store for nurturing the love of reading in young 
children. 

We asked and you responded. Thank you to all 
who signed up to Sponsor a Family this holiday 
season. Your generous donations of clothing, 
gift cards, books and toys have made the season 
brighter for 200 families. 

sydney box, peri box, bailey eisen

executive director martha arntson made weekly trips 
to barnes & noble to receive boxes of donated books

A Special Thank You for These  
Wonderful Donations to our  
CNE Early Head Start Families



Dear CNE Supporter:

As our annual report reflects, CNE has grown in many wonderful ways during the past fiscal 
year (July 1, 2010 to June 30, 2011). Of course, none of this would have been possible without the 
support of our CNE community. 

Thank you to our CNE staff, which strives every day to provide all children, within the communities 
we serve, access to high quality child care and early education programs. Their hard work, 
strength and positive energy, help families in need to feel safe, cared for, and strong. We are 
grateful to the Early Head Start parents who volunteer their valuable time to participate in 
Policy Council, and to CNE’s Board of Directors, which has shown a remarkable commitment to 
ensuring early childhood education and care is available to all. Thank you also to our community 
partners who work closely with us to provide access to high quality early education programs. 

From increased home visits to pregnant women and babies, to financial support for child care and 
education, to expansion of Early Head Start services, CNE has continued to offer programs and 
access to resources which have proven to be effective in putting each child on a path to success. 
With your help, we are building strong foundations for children in our communities. Thank you 
for your continued support.

Sincerely,

Martha Arntson	 Deb Danson 
CNE Executive Director	 CNE Board President 
arntsonm@childcarenetworkofevanston.org	 Dlddanson@ameritech.net

 



The framework of the Early Head Start program is built around four cornerstones —
Child, Family, Community and Staff. CNE is building each child’s future today as  
demonstrated through positive outcomes for children, families and their communities. 
Note: The following data is gathered for and audited by the Department of Health and Human Services

CHILD  282 children served
•	 93% of children meet or exceed social-emotional development expectations 
•	 95% of children meet or exceed cognitive development expectations
•	 85% of children meet or exceed language development expectations
•	 95% of children meet or exceed motor development expectations 
•	 98.5% of children were up-to-date on their immunizations appropriate for their age
•	 100% of children had health insurance and ongoing source of health care

FAMILY  All 259 families received at least one family support service
•	 The most common support services were parenting education and health education
•	 51 pregnant women were supported with pre- and post-natal assistance 
•	 68 people (including 20 males) attended the CNE EHS Male Involvement Picnic in July
•	 68% of EHS home visiting families attended Group Socializations 
•	 10% of EHS families experienced homelessness during the program year
•	 80% are single parent families

COMMUNITY  CNE has built strong community relationships that support our clients

Early Head Start families have received support as a result of the following partnerships:

CEDA/Neighbors at Work
Chicago Children’s Museum
Child & Family Connections
Connections for the Homeless
Dentist R US
Evanston Hospital Child & Adolescent Clinic
Evanston Township High School
Family Focus Evanston
Harvest Food Pantry

STAFF
•	� 100% of the teaching staff meet or exceed a federal requirement by obtaining a degree and/or  

credential in Early Childhood Education 

•	� 3 CNE family support staff members have been awarded Family Service Credentials and 1 Health 
Services Manager Credential

•	� 19 Early Head Start staff members are currently working on career development through Gateways  
to Opportunity Early Childhood Education, Infant/Toddler and Director Credentials

•	 96 EHS staff members received training and ongoing support in the following areas: 

Infant/toddler development  
School readiness 
Early literacy 
Health and safety

•	 95% employee retention rate of CNE EHS grantee staff 

Hillside Food Pantry
Evanston LIFT 
New Trier Township
Safe Kids/Children’s Memorial Hospital
Salvation Army
Skokie Public Library
Skokie Village Human Services Department
Youth Job Center

Inclusion 
Identifying child abuse and neglect  
Parent communication



Results of the Most Recent Financial Audit
In the opinion of Cheryl Rohlfs and Associates, Ltd., “the financial statements present fairly, in all material 
respects, the financial position of the Childcare Network of Evanston as of June 30, 2011, and the changes 
in its net assets and its cash flows for the fiscal year then ended in conformity with accounting principles 
generally accepted in the Unites States of America.”

Results of the Most Recent Early Head Start Federal Review
From 3/21/10 to 3/26/10, the Administration for Children and Families conducted an on-site monitoring  
review of the CNE Early Head Start program. Based on the information gathered during the review, the 
program was found to be in compliance with all, except three, applicable Head Start Program Performance 
Standards, laws, regulations, and policy requirements. The three areas included 1. After-the-fact determination 
of the actual activity of each employee, 2. Reporting of actual 15% administrative costs on the budget, and 
3. Two playground areas had a potential safety hazard. On 12/5/10, a follow up review was conducted. All 
areas were found to be in compliance. No further corrective action was needed. 

Budgetary Expenditures
For the total amount of public and private funds received and the amount from each source, please see  
the Financial Summary for July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2011. Budgetary expenditures for the fiscal  
year included occupancy costs, program supplies, office supplies, contractual/professional fees, professional 
development expenses and personnel, including fringe benefits.

All federal funds received by the program were spent according to the proposed budget. No overruns  
occurred. Some line items adjustments were made. Quarterly reports were submitted to the Office of  
Head Start. For the 2010–2011 Early Head Start budget, CNE was awarded funding for an additional 24  
infants, toddlers and their families for home visiting. With the exception of the increase for Early Head 
Start, CNE assumed flat funding for the FY2011 budget.

Financial Summary  July 1, 2010 – June 30, 2011 

Public Support and Revenue 
Government	 $4,578,302
United Way	 18,360
Private Grants	 50,364
Contributions	 48,301
Special Events	 802
Interest, Donated Services & Miscellaneous 	  14,649
Net Public Support & Revenue	 $4,710,778 

Expenses (Program Services) 
CNE (including scholarships)	 $ 159,572
Services for Children with Special Needs	 67,689
Early Head Start	 2,544,306
Illinois State Board of Education/Pre-K	 297,284
Site Administered Contract	 1,062,346 
Management & General	 385,672
Fundraising & Development	 58,089 
Total Expenses 	 $4,574,958 

Changes in Net Assets	 135,820
Net Assets, Beginning of Year 	 183,596
Net Assets, End of Year*	 $319,416 

*�Net assets increased during the fiscal year 
due to the audit requirement to amortize 
expenses incurred in the reconstruction of 
CNE’s new site location. All expenses have 
been paid for, primarily through our Federal 
Early Head Start Expansion Grant.





Individuals
$1,000+
Anonymous
Paul & Martha Arntson
Sue & Paul Brenner
Sue Canter
Deb & Forrest Danson
Terry & Merle Fippinger
Frank & Karen Ptak
Raymond James & Associates
Anne Murdoch & Michael Walker

$500 – $999
Kristin & Marty Cless
Steve & Susan Fortier
Terese & Rob Sommer
Jeremy & Jane Wilson

$250 – $499
Sue Ann Glaser & Allan Alson
Terry Beem
Rich Bina
David Cugell
Michael & Barbara Davis
Mary & Paul Finnegan
Janet & Kent Foutty
Janet Sparks & Tim Guimond
Karen Alter-Hanson & Brian Hanson
Barbara Schwartz & Tom Klitzkie
Lauren Krieg
Gilbert & Carolyn Krulee
Peter & Carolyn Mattox
William & Eleanor Revelle
Jill & Jay Twery

$100 – $249
Robyn Bailey
Steve & Maria Ballantyne
Tracy Quattrocki & Neal Brady
Charles & Sandy Brown
Gary & Lorraine Brugh
Michael & Tracy Canter
Mary Jane & Edward Chainski
Marissa & J. Edward Colgate
John Darrow
Anne & Larry Donoghue
Ann Dwyer

Susie & Marty Fine
Nancy Glick & Michael Finnegan
Gary & Holly Fisher
Craig & Michal Golden
Cookie Gluck & Al Goldberg
Jane Kaplan & Harry Goldin
Gerald & Michelle Gordon
Pat & John Grady
David & Mary Ann Grumman
Ginny & Geoff Harlow
John & Anne Heinz
Sandra Hill
Kelly Austin & Scott Hurwitz
John J. Cahill, Inc.
Heather Jones
Dan & Suzanne Kanter
Elizabeth Karabatsos
Mark & Mary Ann Kearns
Andrew & Susan Kaplan
Sono Fujii & Claudio Katz
Lucile & Henry Krasnow
Iris Krieg
Steve & Liz Krupkin
Allison Gordon & Dan Lambert
Kurt & Melissa Little
Rick & Geri Lopatin
Tom & Betty Luning
Paul & Margaret Lurie
Dan & Lynne Mapes-Riordan
Marsha Barnett & John McKnight
Joseph & Deb Modica
Carol & Steve Mullins
Florence Munuz
Ken & Polly Rattner
Rochelle Davis & Ken Rolling
Steve & Peggy Romm
Abida Sayed
Candice Green & David Schoenfeld
George & Lynne Simon
Bill & Ingrid Stafford
Russell & Jill Stevens
Elizabeth Tisdahl
Jill Ugarte
Betsy & James Uzzell
Leslie & Stephen Warner
David & Judith Watt

As a non-profit organization, CNE is grateful to its many supporters who believe in our 
mission to cultivate a community where all children, from birth to age five, have access to 
early education and high quality care in order to succeed in school and life. You demonstrate 
your commitment and support with donations of both time and money. Thank you.

The following supporters made donations to CNE between July 1, 2010 and June 30, 2011: 



Up to $99
Lynn & Joel Altschul
Katherine & Wynn Bailey
Marilee Bass
Fern & Burton Batchko
Susan Bautch
Elizabeth Goodbody & Ralph Beck
Jennifer Bergner
Tami & John Biordi
Jackie Haimes & Sean Blitzstein
Darrell & Paula Bloom
Travon Bonner
Lorna Boralli
Donald Boykin
Sue Brady
Glenn & Julia Brichacek
Elizabeth Ester & Michael Brody
Pam Butterfield
Anthony & Nina Chaitin
Judith & Gary Childrey
Judy Chiss
Gretchen Elsner-Sommer & David Cohen
Don & Jane Colleton
Harriet & Hank Conroe
Gary & Laura Cooper
Rebecca & Mike Coutre
Jeanne-Marie & Tom Daly
Marsha Ettema
Linda & Dan Feeney
Morris & Natalie Fisher
Khanisha Foster
Stanley & Dona Gerson
Jeff & Ellen Gilbert
Julia Goldberg
Stephen & Linda Goranson
Gwen Macsai & Paul Goren
Jerry & Ann Graff
Eston & Sandra Gross
Emily Guthrie
Doug & Karey Halverson
Jim & Kathy Hardgrove
Susan Hilkevitch
Greg & Terri Hummel
Mike & Pat Huth
Caron Jacobson
Thomas & Judy Jager
Susan Jicha
Mary Johns
Suzanne Sawada & Leonard Joy
M. Janet Kelly
Thomas & Kimberley Klamm
Anne Jacobson & Rick Kolsky
Jerry Kreiman
Becky & Jeff Kremin
Margaret Krulee

Robert & Marian Kurz
Marsha Richman & Richard Lanyon
Fred & Laurie Levy
Angela & Bennett Lobo
Paul Longhini
Linda & Steve McMillan
Patty Mooney-Melvin & Eric Melvin
Gail Nelson & John Minor
Edmund & Judy Moran
Douglas & Mary Moring
Tobi Ehrenpreis & Bob Nachman
Dorothy & Fred Nagelbach
Marsha & Walter Nakamura
Dana Deane & Kevin O’Connor
Orbit Marketing, LLC
Joan Polacheck & Jonah Orlofsky
Betty Papangelis
Lynne Raimondo & Stanley Parzen
Susan & Farhad Patel
Marsha Hawley & Peter Paul
Craig & Claire Peterson
Nancy Kim & Terry Phillips
Sheila Merry & Tom Pitt
Jean Prindiville
Barb & Jerry Ramos
Robert & Patty Reece
Ward & Karen Reeves
Robert & Deborah Render 
Emily Harris & James Ridker
Kim & Willa Robinson
Bart & Catherine Rocca
Patty & Alan Rubin
Kyle & Jennifer Sayers
Sally Schwarzlose
Helen Lapat Smith
Jasmine Smith
Alan & Karrie Smookler
Jo Ann Gavin & John Smyth
Keith & Martha Solomon
Paulette Spencer
Diana Cohen & David Spitulnik
Richard Stanley
Jerry & Nancy Stermer
Cara Strong
Jeff & Carol Teske
Marina Volante
Sarah & Michael Wagner
Kathryn & Scott Walker
Jerome & Jennie Walker
Lenore Weissmann
Sizzy West
Janet & Christopher Winslow
Cass Wolfe
Jeanie Young
Barbara Zimmer



Tribute Gifts
In Honor of Carol Mullins
Mary Jane & Edward Chainski

In Honor of Leo & Bonnie Dohogne
Betsy & James Uzzell

Organizations, Foundations & Grant Makers
BlueCross BlueShield
Catholic Woman’s Club of Evanston
Chiaravalle Montessori School
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.
Evanston Community Foundation
Evanston Mental Health Board
First Congregational Church of Evanston
Francis Beidler Foundation
INCCRRA
Infant Welfare Society of Evanston
Kiwanis Foundation of Evanston
Leo S. Guthman Fund
Rotary Club of Evanston
School for Little Children
Total Child Preschool and Childcare
United Way of Metropolitan Chicago
United Way of the North Shore
Woman’s Club of Evanston
While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of our records,  
errors occasionally occur. If your name has been omitted,  
misspelled or misplaced, please accept our apologies and  
contact us at 847.475.2661 so that we may correct our records.

Partners
Child Care Center of Evanston
Family Child Care Connections
District 65 Family Center
Evanston Day Nursery
Infant Welfare Society of Evanston
JCC Mayer Kaplan Children’s Center
Reba Early Learning Center
Toddler Town
Total Child Preschool and Child Care

Staff
Martha Arntson, Executive Director
Karen Adelman
Carmen Armstrong
Chris Baer
Tami Biordi
Tracy Burton
Socorro Clarke
Julia Goldberg
Nora Gonzalez
Zully Guillen
Chantay Horton
Mary Ann Kearns
Haydee Machado Muniz

Damaris Ortiz
Yoon Kyoung Park
Leo Rizo
Jennifer Sayers
Lisa Shines
Janet Sparks
Norena Sullivan
Mary Lee Swiatowiec
Sizzy West

Board of Directors
Deb Danson, President
Anne Murdoch, Vice President
Robyn Bailey, Secretary
Rick Lopatin, Treasurer
Fern Batchko
Sue Canter
Nina Chaitin
Patrick Fitzsimmons
Susan Fortier
Sheila Goldman
Lauren Krieg
Kylette Lindsey
Angela Lobo
Janie Minkin
Patrick Schuerer
Terese Sommer
Neal Stine

Advisory Committee
Paul Brenner
Tom Cline
Carol Mullins
Nicki Pearson
Jeremy Wilson

2010 – 2011 Policy Council
Nicole Singletary
Kathleen Lightburn
Alice Yancuba
Aaron Katz
Jamie Katz
Courtney Price
Kylette Lindsey
Carmen Gaines
Corissa Roach
Charetta Williams
Nedra Washington
Lakesha Luckey
Heidi Gross
Viru Joshi
Jen Williams
Shanika McIntosh
Fern Batchko
Marvet Marsh
Demetria Pikes



1335 Dodge Avenue
Evanston, Illinois 60201

CNE is committed to  

cultivating a community  

where all children,  

from birth to age five,  

have access to early  

education and high quality  

care in order to succeed  

in school and life. 


